Cancun, Wednesday, 8 December 2010
Yesterday (Tuesday) began as we watched the big demonstration from Via Campesina marching and loading into buses. They were trying to get as close as they could to the Moon Palace where the negotiations are taking place. We watched for awhile and I took lots of photos and videos. <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kn9qMgz852A> But we took the bus provided by the Conference for those who have credentials to get into the sessions. The traffic was diverted because of the marchers, but we never saw them again. Our bus took an alternate route to the meeting site. Security is very high here, police everywhere, many of them standing with automatic weapons aimed, like statues. I am sure that the march was stopped long before they got close to the meeting sites. <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYPzg3Oir0s> 

The meeting sites are spread far apart with very efficient bus transport between them. I understand from several conversations that this was a deliberate plan to allow better control. The authorities in Cancun learned from their experience when the World Trade Organization was held here.

The first session we attended was another one where Walter Perrott, the 12-year-old Child Ambassador from Crooked Tree Village in Belize spoke <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjLOr-7lUaw" http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjLOr-7lUaw>. Again he and the other teen-aged girls were very impressive explaining how the effects of climate change have changed their lives. Afterwards Walter was interviewed <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yU5R96aRsU>.

We attended the opening ceremony for the high level portion of the Conference. The Ministerial level politicians have arrived and they only have two working days before the closing ceremony on Friday. All the speakers each in their own way expressed the urgent need for a firm agreement that has legally binding targets. The first speakers were all from small island countries or other countries that are already severely affected by climate change. Like the Child Ambassadors, they all gave poignant statements of how their countries are affected already and extremely vulnerable in the future. Many of these island states will disappear completely and urgently need help with adaptation for their future. The other groups of countries also gave opening statements, including the group that includes the U.S. Theirs was a little more guarded, but still expressed desire for an agreement. Here are some quotations:
“Business as usual cannot be tolerated. We cannot condemn billions of people to suffer the severe effects of climate change. We must have a breakthrough here in Cancun. There is no other option. But this process is a marathon, not a sprint. Solutions to climate change cannot be created overnight. Every country has a role to play and they must show courage and common sense.” Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General of the United Nations.

“We must close both the gap between humans and nature, and between rich and poor. There is only one human race and only one planet. Let us make the last effort to come to an agreement that is already close.” Felipe Calderon, President of Mexico.

“God gave humans the ability to forgive and forget, but nature was not given the same ability. …What will we tell our grandchildren when they ask us, “you were there and you had the opportunity. What did you do?’” Álvaro Colom, President of Guatemala

Following this session we wanted to see the beach, so we walked through the hotel where the meetings were until we got to the beach. As we left we were greeted by some people from Kazakhstan who invited us to their event where they told about their response to climate change and then served dinner. They explained that it requires an entire change in their economy, which they are undertaking. They are using a two-level system to control carbon emissions. For emitters of less than 20,000 tons of carbon per year an administrative mechanism, cap and tax is used. For carbon emissions of more than that a market-based system of cap and trade is used.

